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H ello everyone,  
 

November has come 

and gone and amongst 

other things it provided 

us with the opportunity 

to recognize and thank 

our  Veterans.  It was encouraging to see 

our own Veterans’ celebration on        

November 6 well attended. Our Melody  

Makers  entertained us with an enjoyable      

musical tribute and gave us the           

opportunity to sing along to some of the 

old standards.  Captain Stu Kellock did a 

fine job as Master of Ceremonies. 

Thanks to the organizers, the volunteers, 

the Melody Makers and to all of you who 

came out to take part in the celebration. 

It was also my honour and my privilege 

to represent the Club by laying a wreath 

on your behalf at the November 11     

Remembrance Day ceremony held at the 

Markham District Veteran’s Association.   

 

Our Christmas turkey dinner with all the     

trimmings will be on December 15 and 

based on past years experience it   

promises to be a wonderful event.  Once  

 

again it is being catered by The Village 

Grocer and they always do a super job. 

There are a limited number of tickets 

available. 

There will be a box again this year in the   

Lobby for the Food Bank. Please give 

generously to those in our community 

who are in need  especially this time of 

the year.  

We are still in need of a Special Events         

Convenor and are hoping someone 

might step forward to take on this       

important role. If you are interested or 

know someone who might be persuaded 

to give it a go, please do let us know. 

You can either talk to me or one of the 

Board members or complete a volunteer 

application form at the Front Desk.  

 

The end of December is fast               

approaching and on behalf of the Board 

I want to wish each of you the very best 

for the festive season and the New Year.      

Regardless of your faith it is a time to 

wish all others peace and goodwill.    

Enjoy your club, wear a smile and your 

name badge. Try something new and 

stay safe in the coming winter season. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  … Mark Barrett 

   December/January 2018   
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LUNCH LEARN LINGER 

 

                        DECEMBER 2017  

   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

...Marjorie Nielsen 

       Convenor 

Monday, December 4
th

 

   11:45 -12:45 pm 

   Program TBA 

 

Monday, December 11
th

  

   11:45 - 12:45 

   Sari Featherstone 

   Great Singer & Entertainer 

   She has performed for us 

   at a Welcome Back. 

   Cost:  $3.00 

   Tickets at the Front Desk 

    
Monday, December 18

th
 

   11:45-12:45 pm 

   The Melody Makers 

   Come out and hear and 

   sing with our own band 
 
Monday, December 25

th
 

   Merry Christmas and a 

   very Happy New Year    

 

                    JANUARY 2018  

Working on programs for you.  

Will have them posted on TV  

and website when finalized. 

 

The Melody Makers will play either  

Monday, January 22
nd

 or 29
th
. 

Will be posted as above. 

mailto:www.markhamseniorcentre.com
mailto:newsandviewsmarkham@gmail.com
mailto:www.markhamsenircentre.com
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HOLIDAY HOURS FOR MARKHAM SENIORS ACTIVITY CENTRE 

 
 

The City of Markham staff team wishes you a Wonderful Holiday Season and a Happy New Year.  

Barb Lant, Lorne DeHaas, Jennifer LeBlanc & Luke Hilts 

 

Luke Hilts 

Community Program Coordinator, Markham East  

City of Markham, Recreation Services 
 905 477-7000 ext. 4340 
lhilts@markham.ca  

DAY HOURS 

Friday, December 22
nd

 CLOSES AT 5:00pm 

Saturday, December 23
rd

 CLOSED 

Sunday, December 24
th

 CLOSED 

Monday, December 25
th

 CLOSED 

Tuesday, December 26
th

 CLOSED 

Wednesday, December 27
th

 REGULAR HOURS 

Thursday, December 28
th

 REGULAR HOURS 

Friday, December 29
th

 CLOSES AT 5:00pm 

Saturday, December 30
th

 CLOSED 

Sunday, December 31
st

 CLOSED 

Monday, January 1
st

 CLOSED 

Tuesday, January 2
nd

 REGULAR HOURS 

Kitchen News 

Once again, Gillian Scraggs is heading up the Christmas lunch with her band of hard working O.A.I.A. 

volunteers, to be held on Friday, December 15
th
. The tickets at $20 are on sale at the front desk. 

 

Over the years I have had many people help me with preparing meals and shopping. We cooked      

turkeys and hams, made pies, provided food for many activities such as New Year's Eve parties, golf 

tournaments, dances, lunches, picnics and made innumerable urns of coffee and pots of tea and      

innumerable washing up of plates, etc and tea towels. Without them I couldn't have done all these jobs 

and I thank them all. Now all this work will be handed over at the end of December to Laura Pickle and 

Dorice Ross, two very capable members. Please give them your full support. A special thanks goes to 

Betty Moir and Audrey Hillis for doing the tickets for all the various activities. 

 

                                                                                           Susan Holland 

Kitchen Convenor 

mailto:lhilts@markham.ca
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A CHRISTMAS REQUEST 

 

I  WOULD LIKE  TO  THANK  ALL OF  THE  GENEROUS                  

MEMBERS WHO HAVE BEEN BRINGING IN THEIR POP CAN 

TABS  OVER  THE  YEARS.   THE  CANADIAN LEGION  HAS          

PURCHASED AN  ADDITIONAL 19O WHEEL CHAIRS LAST 

YEAR FOR A TOTAL OF  2,465  AND  WE COULDN’T HAVE       

DONE  IT  WITHOUT  YOUR GENEROUS  CONTRIBUTIONS.  

PLEASE BRING YOUR TABS TO THE RECEPTION DESK AT              

THE MARKHAM SENIORS’ CENTRE. 

 

With Sincere Thanks, 

Dennis Patchell 

 A small bin has been brought in to the Seniors Centre                 
from the Markham Food Bank.  It is located in the lobby     

from Monday November 20
th

 to Friday December 15
th

. 

Please bring food donations to help families in need  

especially during the Christmas season. 

 

                                 Thank You, 

         Helena Miscampbell and Bob Ysseldyk 
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                                                   LUNCHES 

   RED’S BURGERS                               

         No Red’s Burgers in December 

 

        January 26, 2018 
       Hamburger, Sausage or Hot Dog 

       Cookies and Ice Cream  

       Tea or coffee                                              $4.00 

       Followed by BINGO 

Please purchase your tickets by 3:30 pm Wednesday the 24
th
 of January, 2018.  

                                                    RUM CAKE RECIPE            Submitted by Laura Pickle 

1  520 g pkg golden (yellow) cake mix 

1  92 g pkg instant vanilla pudding (*see note below) 

4  large eggs 

1/2 cup vegetable oil 

1/2 cup amber (dark) rum 

1/2 cup cold water 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees 

Lightly butter (or Pam) and flour 10-inch tube or Bundt pan 

Combine all ingredients in large bowl. Beat with wooden spoon (or beater) 2 minutes. Pour into 

prepared pan. 

Bake 45 to 55 minutes or until tooth pick inserted comes out clean. Ten minutes before cake is 

ready, prepare Glaze.  

                                                            Glaze 

Combine rum, water, brown sugar and butter in small saucepan. Bring to a boil and boil 3 minutes. 

With cake still in pan, spoon very slowly over hot cake, pulling cake gently away from sides of 

pan to let glaze drizzle down sides. Cool in pan. Remove cake from pan. Dust with sifted icing 

just before serving. 

* Note:  If using cake mix with pudding already in mix, omit instant pudding and use 3 eggs                               

       instead of 4 and 1/3 cup oil instead of 1/2.                  

                                   

To all our Kitchen Buddies:  We appreciate all your help in keeping the lounge and kitchen clean 
and tidy. We welcome all suggestions. Wishing you good health and happiness in 2018! 

                                      Laura and Dorice (New Kitchen Convenors) 

Glaze: 

1/4 cup amber rum 

1/4 cup water 

1 cup brown sugar 

1/4 cup butter 

Icing sugar for dusting 
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OSTEO FITNESS CLASSES (WINTER, 2018) 

 
The Osteo Fitness classes are designed to provide exercise instruction for people with       
osteoporosis and pre-osteoporosis. 
 
The classes are offered twice weekly, on Wednesdays and Fridays. Both Wednesday and     
Friday classes will be held in the Auditorium and can accommodate 30 participants per class.  
 
WEDNESDAY CLASS:  JANUARY 10 – MARCH 7 INCLUSIVE, 2018  
   TIME:    9:30 am - 10:30 am 
   COST:  $27 
   LOCATION:        Auditorium 
   INSTRUCTOR:  ROSEANNE 
 
FRIDAY CLASS:            JANUARY 12 – MARCH 9 INCLUSIVE, 2018 
   TIME:    9:00 am - 10:00 am 
   COST:   $27 
   LOCATION:       Auditorium 
   INSTRUCTOR:  DAYNA 
 
For further information please call:  

Convenor - Lyn Bryan 905-294-0914 
Co-Convenor - Sandy Granger 905-294-3227 
Co-Convenor - Janet Paglialunga 905-471-4707 
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… Joan Thomas 

       Convenor 

December 2017 
 

Wed     6
th

      7 pm 
 

Wed    13
th

     7 pm 
 

    Wed    20
th

     7 pm 
 

There is no bingo       

on December 27
th

. 

  January 2018 
 

Wed     3
rd

      7 pm 
 
Wed    10

th
     7 pm 

 
Wed    17

th
     7 pm 

 
Wed    24

th       
7 pm 

 
 Fri      26

th       
1 pm 

 

 

Thursday, December 14
th

, 2017 

We will be having our lunch together with Santa and Mrs. Claus 
at 12:00 pm. You are asked to remember to bring a toy for their 
Toy drive. 

The bus only takes 55 people and is filling up quickly, so make 
sure you have signed up. Bus leaves our front door 9:00 am SHARP. 
 

Thursday, January, 11
th

, 2018 

Make sure to sign up before we close for the Christmas holidays. 

 
                                                                              Marjorie Nielsen 
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        THE WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON KNITTING CLUB  

The Wednesday Afternoon Knitting Club would like to remind everyone about the Christmas  

Luncheon.  It is a very nicely done affair and a flavourful meal. 

The days are getting closer to the Christmas bazaar but we are still knitting.  Please come to buy 

for family or maybe just a treat for yourself. 

We are still receiving yarn donations. They were from Jean Lew, Maria and Christine.  Maybe you 

might see something made from your donated  yarn. 

We hope to see you out on December 2
nd

 and don’t forget to stop by the display case to see if     

something catches your eye. 

Have a Merry Christmas, happy holiday and a safe New Year.  See you back in January. 

 

… Joyce Bulgin               

       Convenor 

THE WINTER SESSION OF: 

BALLROOM/LATIN LINE DANCING (INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED) 

WILL START ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2017 UNTIL MONDAY, MARCH 26, 2018 

FROM 2:30 ‘TIL 4:00 P.M. IN THE AUDITORIUM 

 

(NO CLASSES MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, JANUARY 1, AND FEBRUARY 19) 

FOR 13 WEEKS AT A COST OF $45.50 

INSTRUCTOR:   GINA  ARMSTRONG 

 

                                                                                          

   
JOAN WEEKS                                         
 CONVENOR                              
 905-294-8708 
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FROM THE TRAVEL DESK DECEMBER /JANUARY 2017 

 

Carol and I cannot believe another year is coming to an end.  

We are putting our heads together with the travel desk          

volunteers and suggestions from our members to plan events 

for 2018.  There will be no trip for January but we have booked 

one trip for 2018 for May 30
th
 to the popular "Come From 

Away".  We have a wait list but will be taking one bus only.  The cost has gone up and 

the date would not be the same as the one we have booked. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the travel volunteers.  We feel we are 

most fortunate to have such a super group of people-------------- many thanks, Lyn     

Bryan, Dorice Ross, Pat Devlin, Gloria Smith, Betty Moir, Noreen Foh, Margaret 

Hawryluk, Magda Surmacz, and Ellie McGrath.  Thanks also to our floaters for filling in 

when needed.  Last but not least, a very special "thank you" to Dave Smith, who has 

taken our pictures on our different outings.  Dave posts the pictures on the computer in 

the lounge.  Have a look.  They are well worth a browse.  

 

We would like to thank all who joined us this year on the various trips and for the many 

compliments we received telling us how much you enjoyed them.  We enjoyed putting 

the events together and look forward to seeing many of the same faces and new faces 

in 2018. 

Finally, Carol and I would like to wish each and everyone a very Merry Christmas,   

Seasons Greetings and Happy Holidays.  May the New Year, 2018, bring you much 

happiness, good health, and peace.      

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… Mary Lou Busato  

       Co-Convenor 
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              CURRENT EVENTS PLUS GROUP 

                      December 2017 & January 2018 

                  Gathers Every Wednesday in the West Activity Room 

                                                   1:00 to 3:00 pm 

All OAIA members and their guests are most welcome to join us in sharing              

friendly, casual, open discussions on current, local, and world events. 

 

The weekly program will consist of the group sharing humour, discussing                     

current and world events and other subjects of interest.                                                  

Related pictures and videos will be viewed on a large movie screen.  

 

Subjects of interest for future gatherings will also be discussed                                   

along with sourcing and who will present them. 

 

December’s and January’s planned subjects for presentation                                

and discussion will include:  

      

   6     Dec :    Your Belly and Your Brain 

  13    Dec :    Might You Live A Great  

                       Deal Longer 

  20    Dec :    The Earth’s Sixth Mass Extinction -  

                       It’s Happening Now! 

 

   

Do come and enjoy each others’ company and bring a friend or two along with you. 

 On entering, please sign in and deposit your $1.00 in the basket.  

 

 
 

 

 

… Robin Bryan 
      Convenor 

 3    Jan :     TBA 

10   Jan :     Fresh Water 

17   Jan :     TBA 

24   Jan :     TBA 

31   Jan :     The War on  Climate        
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FALL 2017 SNOOKER LEAGUE REPORT 

 

 

 

 

Our 2017 fall regular schedule and league playoffs have now been completed.  Not surprisingly, the 

competition was very keen.  There were nine teams competing in the league and the teams         

captained by Don Eastman, Gerry Franklin, Fred DiBello and Les Miscampbell captured the top four 

positions.  There was only 23 points difference between first and fourth place, 103 to 126 which     

reinforces the fact our handicapping system works very well.  

We had excellent games throughout our entire playoffs with some very close contests coming down 

to decisive shots in the final game to decide the winner.  The season ending luncheon and          

championship day was held on November 16.  The lunch consisting of sandwiches plus vegetable 

and dessert trays was from T&T and was excellent.  Many thanks to the ladies for their help in      

setting up the room, to all the Captains and the referees and a special thanks to our piano men,    

Brian Webb and Les Miscampbell.  

The DiBello and Cornfield teams then took to the tables for the 

championship games.  True to form, the games were close with 

many excellent shots made.  Both teams won three matches so        

the championship had to be decided by the difference in total 

points scored.  At the end of the day the Cornfield team consisting of Joel   

Cornfield, Yen Lee, John Matus and Gord MacRae emerged victorious by 18 points over the DiBello 

team consisting of Fred DiBello, Frank Marchetti, John Styles and Nell Dunn.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JOEL CORNFIELD AND HIS TEAM.  The NELL DUNN championship 

plaque was then presented to the winning team.  This plaque was created in appreciation of Nell’s 

many years of service in heading up our snooker league. 

                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                … Shirley Eison                                                           

                                                                                       Convenor 
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                 From Our Mah-Jong Tables December /January 2018 

                   MAH-JONG ACTIVITY 

             Make sure you wear your Name Badges   

             We Play All Year Round on These Days   

 

                                                                  Monday Mah-Jong  

                                                In the Craft Room from 1:30 to 4:30 PM                                                            

                                   Beginners are taught the Asian Method on Mondays Only 

                   The Asian Method must be learned before attempting to learn the National 

                                                             

Tuesday Mah-Jong 

In the Craft Room from 1:00 to 4:30 PM 

Only beginners of the National Method are taught on Tuesdays 
 
 

The Activity Fee is 50 cents to play 

  You must sign in the Activity Book upon arrival in the Craft Room 

 Tea/Coffee is 25 cents and must be purchased in the Social (Library) Room 

 
There are only 15 Tables of 4 players allowed in the Craft Room,                                                        

a total of 60 people maximum because of the Fire Code.                                                                                                  

People who come late may not find a table to play at. 

 

Alex Chan: 905-472-1551  ---  Muriel Thompson:  905-940-1571 

Convenors of Mah-Jong  -  (We accept inquiries) 

 

P.S. There is no Mah-Jong played on Holiday Mondays or OAIA Closures 

New Exercise Program  

Come and join us for a new exercise program. This is an exercise course designed            

specifically for seniors. It will focus on muscle, balance, and flexibility. 

A 12-week course for $36.00. There will be a sign up sheet  
and more information at the front desk. 

 
Starting:      Thursday January 11

th
, 2018 from 2:00 - 3:00 pm in the Auditorium  (maximum 30) 

Instructor:   Dayna 

 

… Sue Atkins 
     Convenor 
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A POEM WORTH READING 

He was getting old and paunchy 
And his hair was falling fast, 
And he sat around the Legion, 
Telling stories of the past. 
 
Of a war that he once fought in 
And the deeds that he had done, 
In his exploits with his buddies; 
They were heroes, every one. 
 
And 'tho sometimes to his neighbors 
His tales became a joke, 
All his buddies listened quietly 
For they knew where of he spoke. 
 
But we'll hear his tales no longer, 
For ol' Joe has passed away, 
And the world's a little poorer 
For a Veteran died today. 
 
He won't be mourned by many, 
Just his children and his wife. 
For he lived an ordinary, 
Very quiet sort of life. 
 
He held a job and raised a family, 
Going quietly on his way; 
And the world won't note his passing, 
'Tho a Veteran died today. 
 
When politicians leave this earth, 
Their bodies lie in state, 
While thousands note their passing, 
And proclaim that they were great. 
 
Papers tell of their life stories 
From the time that they were young, 
But the passing of a Veteran 
Goes unnoticed, and unsung. 
 
Is the greatest contribution 
To the welfare of our land, 
Some jerk who breaks his promise 

And cons his fellow man? 

 

Or the ordinary fellow 
Who in times of war and strife, 
Goes off to serve his country 

And offers up his life? 

 

The politician's stipend 
And the style in which he lives, 
Are often disproportionate, 
To the service that he gives. 

While the ordinary Veteran, 
Who offered up his all, 

Is paid off with a medal 

And perhaps a pension, small.  

 

It is not the politicians 
With their compromise and ploys, 
Who won for us the freedom 
That our country now enjoys. 
 
Should you find yourself in danger, 
With your enemies at hand, 
Would you really want some cop-out, 
With his ever-waffling stand? 
 
Or would you want a Veteran 
His home, his country, his kin, 
Just a common Veteran, 
Who would fight until the end. 
 
He was just a common Veteran, 
And his ranks are growing thin, 
But his presence should remind us 

We may need his likes again 

 

For when countries are in conflict, 
We find the Veteran's part, 
Is to clean up all the troubles 
That the politicians start. 
 
If we cannot do him honor 
While he's here to hear the praise, 
Then at least let's give him homage 
At the ending of his days. 
 
Perhaps just a simple headline 
In the paper that might say: 
"OUR COUNTRY IS IN MOURNING, 
A VETERAN DIED TODAY." 

 

                       Author 'Unknown'  

 

 
 
PLEASE pass this on.  YOU can make a           

difference. 

 
If you are proud of our Vets, then send this to 
them. You'll be glad you did. And also 

please send it to ALL your friends. 

 

         Submitted by Shamsher Singh  
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